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A  LETTER,  &?<•. 


DEAR  SIR, 

I  CONGRATULATE  you  upon  the  Succefs  of  your 
benevolent  Letter,  in  Anfwer  to  thole  Queries  fent  you 
by  our  Friend  Mr.  B>  on  the  iothof  February  laft.  We 
have  a  good  Deal  of  Satisfaction,  in  viewing  the  Advantages 
already  gained  thereby;  and  are  not  a  little  pleafed,  to  fee  your 
Suggeftions  fo  readily  imbibed  and  practiced  upon.  The  Plan 
is  well  contrived ;  your  Hints  take  with  the  People  ;  catch  from 
Man  to  Man,  and  run  among  the  Populace  :  We  fhall  doubt- 
lefs  e’re  long  have  them  all  in  a  Combuftion  ;  which  will  be  a 
fuitable  Preparation  for  the.TIappy  Revolution.  One  of  our 
main  Points  we  fee  already  gained;  which  affords  us  a  pleating 
ProlpeCt :  —  The  Shackles  of  a  regular  Education,  efpecially 
in  Divinity  and  religious  Matters,  being  once  loofened,  it  will, 
we  prefume,  be  a  hard  Matter  to  get  them  faftned  on  again. 
Human  Minds  foon  exult  in  Liberty,  when  the  Reins  are  laid 
upon  the  Neck ;  and  the  College  being  removed  out  of  the  Way, 
or  crouded  upon  and  thrown  into  Diigrace,  the  People 
might  foon  be  brought  to  difregard  Principles,  and  their  Forms 
and  Methods  of  teaching  Religion  and  Divinity  ;  and  by  vigo- 
roufly  profecuting  our  Scheme,  might,  by-and-by,  be  brought 
to  cant  at  and  ridicule  all  Forms.  Methinks  I  fee  the  happy 
Day  of  Liberty  dawning  upon  us. 

When  by  your  Letter  of  the  eighth  of  April  laft,  and  by 
Intelligence  from  our  Brethren  of  other  Parts  of  the  Colony, 
about  the  Reprefentatives,  I  learned  what  Sort  of  Men  our 
Rower  Houfe  of  Aflembly  was  like  to  confift  of,  I  was  not  a 
little  chagrined:  I  at  once  concluded,  that  our  Caufe  mull 
fuffer,  when  I  faw  that  fo  many  of  our  Friends  that  were  wont 
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to  be  Deputies  left  out,  and  fo  many  Strangers  to  our  Scheme, 
and  fome  that  were  Enemies  to  it,  were  lent  to  reprefent  the 
People.  But  the  Event  has  fcattered  my  gloomy  Apprehenfions, 
-—The  College  has  met  with  a  Repulfe  in  their  cuftomary 
Requeft,  and  the  former  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  rubb’d 
hard  into  their  Pofts  :  This,  dear  Sir,  I  mult  aferibe  to  your 
incomparable  Piece :  The  Hooks  you  there  laid  out,  were 
properly  baited,  to  take  the  feveral  Kinds  we  propofed  to  draw 
in  tor  our  U  fe  *,  th t  Parjimonious,  and  ftingy;  the  Lovers  and 
Haters  of  OldTenor  *,  the  Prudent  and  theCarelefs  *,  the  Religious 
and  the  Libertine,  all  had  their  proper  Motives  therein  fuggeftecH 
and  all  thefe  jarring  Principles  and  fierce  Contradiftions,  are 
thereby  made  to  coalefce  and  concenter  to  the  Promotion  of 
our  Defign  ;  and  may  we  not,  my  Friend,  hence  alfo  fairly 
conclude,  that  we  are  the  true  Sons  of  righteous  Liberty,  and 
that  our  Caufe  is  right*,  for  what  but  Truth ,  unerring  Truth, 
could  be  fo  favoured  as  to  be  promoted  by  Jarrs  and  Contra- 
didnons.  We  have  fucceeded  beyond  Imagination,  in  pradlifing 
uoon  the  Conclufions  of  our  general  Meetings  in  October  1  aft, 
when  we  came  into  this  particular  Scheme  oi  Letter-writing ,  to 
carry  on  our  Defi  gns,  and  promote  the  general  Plan  •,  —  ana 
that  el'peeially  in  your  ingenious  Performance  :  ---  You  may 
remember,  Sir,  that  I  took  my  Leave  of  the  Company  at  that 
Conference,  and  went  out  of  Town  with  our  Friend  B.  We  on 
the  Road  prefently  fell  to  difeuffing  the  Matter  of  the  Queries 
r#e  was  afiigned  to  fend  you,  and  over  a  While  we  fettled  them 
to  our  Satisfaction,  almoft  verbatim ,  as  you  have  printed  them  ; 
and  when  we  parted,  I  foon  pretty  naturally  fell  to  thinking  of 
the  Part  affigfied  to  my  Friend,  who  was  to  make  an  Anfwer; 
and  now  honeftly  profefs  to  you.  Sir,  that  confidering  the  diffi¬ 
cult  Part,  I  fuppofed,  you  had  to  aft  in  Anfwer,  threw  me  into  - 
an  anxious  Concern  ;  and  was  not  quitted,  till  I  confidered  the 
Ability  of  the  Hand  we  had  committed  it  to. — It  needs  a,  good  * 
Deal  of  Praftice,  to  ’fteer  ftrait,  when  we.  row  one  Way  and 
look  another-,  and  a  fagacious  Mind,  and  comprehenfive  View 
and  Knowledge  of  Men  and  Things,  to  bewilder  Mankind, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  direft  them  to  the  defigned 'Point.  I 
hope.  Sir,  you’ll  pardon  me,  for  telling  you,  that  this  is  effec¬ 
tually  done  by  your  incomparable  Letter.  In  my  Meditations 
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1  forefaw  it  was  impoffible  to  go  thro5  your  Anfwer,  without 
running  into  fome  Contradictions  and  Inconfifte'ncics,  but 
t'rufted  your  fkillfui  Hand,  would  fo  artfully  cover  them,  as 
that  the  common  Reader  would  flide  over  them  unobferved,  and 
I  find  it  according  to  my  Faith.— -Had  I  had  your  Tafk,  l 
fhould  not  have  dared  to  declaim  againft  the  Oddity  of  talking 
and  accounting  in  Old  Penor^  and  that  in  the  next  Breath,  a 
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I  had  profefTedly  changed  a  Proclamation  and  Sterling  Account, 
(ready  ftated  to  my  Hand)  into  Old  Tenor.  —  And  if  1  could 
not  have  avoided  that,  I  fhou’d  not  have  dared  again  prefently 
to  affume  inveighing  againft  an  Old  Tenor  Language  ;  I  lay,  1 
fhould  not  have  dared  to  have  done  this,  for  fear  of  a  critical 
Obfervation  ;  but  I  find  you  can  do  it,  and  cover  it  fo  artfully 
with  a  Profeffion  of  being  an  Englijhman ,  and  by  carrying  a 
Teeming  Vein  of  Patriotism,  that  its  all  taken  in  good  Part, 
and  fw  all  owed  in  Grofs,  without  Hefitation  :  —  This  brings  to 
Mind  the  Obfervation  made  in  our  aforefaid  Meeting,  by  our 
worthy  Friend,  and  the  Patron  of  our  Club  or  Fraternity,  which 
you  may  remember  was  to  this  Purpofe  *,  that  Mankind  are 
eafily  caught,  when  the  Snare  was  artfully  covered,  and  that 
they  were  an  eafy  Prey,  when  we  were  well  acquainted  with 
their  weak  Side,  and  knew  how  to  prick  them  in  the  right  Vein ; 
and  that  now  was  the  proper  Time  to  begin  with  them,  in  a 
more  publick  Way,  and  ufher  in  fome  Things  amongft  them, 
to  prepare  for  our  farther  Practice  :  Which  Obfervation  with 
him  (he  faid)  was  confirmed  by  the  Succefs  our  Hints  had 
againft  the  late  Governor’s  Adrift nift rations  ;  a  little  Infinuation 
prudently  fcattered,  eafily  joftled  him  out  of  the  Chair .  — — 
Notwithstanding,  I  faid,  I  fhould  not  have  dared  to  treat  Old 
T enor  in  fuch  a  contradictory  Way ;  yet  I  don’t  fee  how  it  could 
be  cleverly  avoided  ;  for  had  you  omitted  it,  and  taken  thefe 
Accounts  in  Proclamation  and  Sterling ,  they  would  have  appeared 
to  be  fmall  Things,  and  would  have  wanted  the  Efficacy  of 
furprizing  ;  and  had  you  not  ftepp’d  afide,  to  complain  of  the 
Oddity  and  Injuftite  of  ufing  it,  we  fhould  have  mifs’d  of 
taking  the  Advantage  of  the  implacable  Enmity  and  Hatred 
fome  Men  bear  to  it ;  and  furthermore,  we  fhould  nototherwife 
have  humoured  thofe  two  or  three  Friends  of  ours  of  the 
Clergy  :  And  indeed,  as  yours  palled  thro’  the  Hands  of  one 
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Of  that  Order,  it^  was  almoft  impoffible  to  avoid  it.  This 
Handle  of  Old  1  enor,  which  you  have  fo  wifely  and  fuccefs- 
:ul!y  made  ufe  of,  did  not  once  come  into  my  Mind  *,  nor 
indeed  could  I  have  thought  of  looking  back  to  the  Lands 
uiat  were  pretended  to  be  fold  by  the  Government  in  the  Year 
I7I5  5  I  fliould  as  foon  have  had  Thoughts  of  Land  in  fome 
°\  tj*ie  other  planetary  Worlds*,  there  being  no  fuch  Land  upon 
this  Globe  that  ever  we  had  any  Title  to  ;  and  what  we  ever 
pretended  to  convey,  lay  far  diftant  from  the  utrnolt  Limits  of 
this  Colony,  and  almoft  as  near  Canada  as  it  does  to  us*,  but  if 
my  Imagination  perchance  had  ftretch’d  fo  far,  I  believe  I 
fliould  have  had  no  Thoughts  of  reckoning  by  the  Acre,  fince 
the  Sum  given  to  build  the  College ,  was  only  £.  500,  Money  in 
grois,  as  it  then  pafs’d  current  in  this  Colony,  without  any 
Relation  to  the  Lumber  of  Acres  of  Land  fold  : —  And  if  Y 
hacl  thought  of  this,  I  ftiould  not  have  dared  to  aflert,  that  for 
and  towards  the  building  a  Coliege-Houfe  at  New- Haven , 
befides  the  Money  given  by  Governor  Tctle^  the  General  Afferri- 
bly  ordered  105,793  Acres  of  Land  to  be  fold. for  that  Purpofe: 
Nor  indeed  ftiould  I  have  dared  to  have  faid,  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  hath  given  in  the  Whole  89,661  Acres  of  Land  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  Government,  to  the  College;  I  fay,  I  fliould  not 
have  dared  to  have  faid  fo*,  becaufe  it  favours  a  little  of  Mif- 
reprefentation  of  Fabts,  which  are  inflexible  Things,  and  are 
what  they  are. ---But  however  a  good  Caufe  may  fometimes 
warrant  a  feeming  Falfhood  ;  and  this  Article  fo  advantageous 
to  our  Caufe,  could  not  otherwife  have  been  made  ufe  of. 
Freedom,  Sir,  and  Liberty,  are  noble  Things,  and  what  you 
know  we  profefs  to  aim  at ;  and  fince  our  Defigns  are  fo  fublime, 
its  warrantable  in  fome  Inftances  to  b tboundlefs  in  our  Purfuirs. 
And  now,.  Sir,  as  thefe  Things  efcap’d  my  Thoughts,  in  my 
faid  Meditations,  and  lay  far  beyond  my  Ken  ;  fo  I  believe  1 
fhould  not  have  known  how  to  have  ufed  them  to  Purpofe,  had 
they  been  fuggefted  to  me  ;  for  my  Mind  ran  upon  what  might 
be  a  direbt  Anfwer  to  the  propofed  Queries,  and  therein  I  found 
myfelf  foon  confounded ;  but  on  reading  your  Machiavelian 
Anfwer,  and  obferving  your  fruitful  Imagination,  am  more 
abundantly  confirmed  in  the  Truth  of  the  Character  our 
Company  give  themfelves :  Sure  none  but  Men  of  the  belt 
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Penetration  and  wife  Conduft,  could  pitch  upon  Perfons  fo  well 
adapted  and  fuitable  to  aft  the  feveral  Parts  aftigned  them. 

Your  wonted  Goodnefs,  5/r,  and  the  Plcafure  we  always 
have  in  talking  about  our  Scheme,  1  prefume,  will  pardon  me 
in  being  fo  lengthy  in  the  Narrative  of  my  own  Deficiency 
before,  and  my  Acquifitions  by  your  ingenious  Letter,  and 
fuffer  me  to  go  on  a  little  further  with  my  alorelaid  Meditations  : 

I  confefs,  &r,  what  you  mentioned  in  Anfwer  to  the  Query  of 
reducing  the  publick  Expences,  did  not  altogether  efcape  my 
Thoughts ;  but  thefe  you  know  could  not  be  aferibed  to  my 
felf,  they  being  fuggefted  in  general  in  the  Club  ;  that  is,  fo 
far  as  to  aim  at  thofe  Polls  that  were  held  by  the  Enemies  of 
our  Principles,  and  imore  efpecially  the  College  ;  and  therefore 
muft  know  that  they,  and  efpecially  the  College ,  mull  be  expofed 
if  poffible  •,  and  confidering  the  Difficulty  of  wedding  luch  a 
large  Body  of  Reprefentatives  in  the  lower  Houfe  of  Afifembly, 
and  bringing  them  over  into  our  Service,  I  thought  mull  be 
redrefs’d,  if  we  did  any  Thing  to  Purpofe  ;  but  as  to  this,  i 
feared  an  Appeal  to  the  People  would  be  ineffeftual  •,  each  Town 
being  jealous  that  its  Neighbour  would  or  might  be  ftronger 
than  they  ;  but  as  to  the  Superior  Court,  I  was  confident,  that 
as  it  was  now  feated,  it  muft  be  taken  in  bland,  becaufe  it  was 
impoffible  for  us  publickly  to  profefs  our  Tenets  in  Religion, 
while  the  Judges  of  that  Court  fo  ftriftly  adhered  to  the  Lav/s 
of  the  Government ;  but  how  to  come  at  them, .  I  could  not 
devife  ;  for  the  Judges  wrere  a  good,  honeft,  wife,  judicious  and 
fkiliful  Set  of  Men:  And  this  I  underftood  was  their  Character 
with  the  People;  and  I  pitied  them  becaufe  they  were  not  of 
our  Principles,  rather  than  envied  them  for  their  Polls.  ^  The 
Matter  feemed  difficult  with  me,  how  to  flant  a  Diigrace 
towards  them  :  But  your  mafterly  Hand,  has  done  it  to  Admi¬ 
ration  ;  no  one,  fave  your  mafterly  Pen,  could  have  given  luch 
a  pretty  turn’d  Suggeftion  “  the  Widow  and  the  Orphan 
44  bear  their  own  Colls,  and  the  rampant  quarrelfome  Fellow 
have  his  Hand  in  the  Golden  Treafury  of  the  Colony,  to 

fupport  him  in  his  Villany ! ”  —  here  we  have  them  ;  - • 

For  altho’  this  does  not  aim  directly  at  the  Men,  but  at  the 
Fees  which  fupport  them  ;  yet  raifing  an  Envy  againft  the  Poll, 

the  Man  that  fuftains  that  Poft  will  hardly  efcape  Refentment, 
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efpecially  m  this  Government,  where  Men  and  Polls  are  in  our 
own  Power  And  furthermore,  if  the  Fees  of  the  Judges 
Jhould  be  lefiened  thefe  honourable  Judges  would  quit  die 
Funnels  immediately,  it  being  now  fcarce  worth  having  for  the 
bake  ot  the  Gains ;  and  in  that  Cafe,  fome  of  our  Brethren 
might  chance  to  get  in  and  tho’  they  could  not  hold  Poflef- 
hon  for  the  dated  Fees,  a  brotherly  Contribution  might  help 
them  along,  till  the  Fees  cou’d  again  be  raifed  to  the  prefent 
V  aiue,  when  the  Power  fhou’d  be  got  into  our  own  Hands. 

And  altho’  your  Suggeftions  about  the  Parties  bearing' their 
own  Lxpences  in  the  Executive  Court,  if  tnorougly  confidered 
has  nothing  in  it  that  could  be  improved  to  our  Purpofe ;  be- 
caule  making  the  Trials  at  Law  more  burthenfome  to  the  Parties 
would  dirow  a  tempting  Advantage  into  the  Hands  of  the  Rich 
and  Wealthy,  to  opprefs  his  poor  Neighbour,  who  would  then 
be  unable  to  contend  perhaps  for  his  juft  Rights,  for  Want  of 
wherewithal  to  pay  the  Fees. 

,,  And  altho’  comparing  the  Court  of  Probate  to  the  Superior 
Court,  as  you  have  done,  may  want  fomethingof  ftrift  Propriety ; 
becaufe  this  is  the  molt  worthy,  and  a  Court  of  the  o-reateit 
Conlequence  of  any  Judicatory  at  all:  The  Properties °of  our 
Goods,  Lands,  Wives,  Children,  Liberties,  and  our  very  Lives 
depend  upon  its  Judgments,  and  none  of  them  upon  the  Court 
of  Probate,  unlefs  the  Parties  are  pleafed  to  acquiefce  in  its 
Determinations  :  And  the  Determinations  of  the  Court  of 
Probates  being  lb  readily  had  ;  and  the  Fees  fo  fmall,  that 
none  are  burthened  thereby. 

And  altho’  your  Argument  for  eftabhfhing  your  Point,  by 
the  pitious  Names  of  Widow  and  Orphan,  does  but  feem  as 
it  weie  to  have  fome  T  hing  in  it;  the  Rich  being  Widows  and 

Orpnans,  as  well  as  the  Poor ;  and  the  Richer,  the  larger  are 
the  Fees  they  pay. 

I  fay,  notwithftanding  thefe  Difficulties  and  Improprieties 
that  might  truly  attend  your  Suggeftions  ;  yet  in  your  fkillful 
Hand,  all  is  well,  and  in  the  Main,  turn  out  to  our  Purpofe. 

The  naming  the  Widow  and  Orphan,  tends  to  excite  Com¬ 
panion  ;  and  curforily  read,  cleverly  tinctures  the  Mind.  You 
Jhave  fo  nicely  gilt  your  Suggeftions,  that  they  even  tempt  at  a 
JDiftance5  are  catch  d  at  and  greedily  fwallow’d.  It  feems  to  me, 

Sir , 
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Sif\  that  by  a  little  more  Practice,  you  would  be  able  to  rallify 
the  Proverb,  that  Old  Birds  are  not  to  be  catch' d  with  Chaff.  —  I 
xnuft  afl<  Pardon,  &>,  for  troubling  you  fo  long  with  the  Preli¬ 
minaries  as  it  were  of  the  Work  :  For  you  know  we  were  not 
fo  much  concerned  about  the  Affair  oi  the  Government,  and 
what  happened  there,  as  about  the  College  j  the  other  I  hings 
(laving  that  of  the  Superior  Court)  being  thrown  out  mainly  to 
am ufe,  alarm,  furprize  and  confufe  the  People,  and  fo  fit  them 
to  be  pradtifed  upon,  as  we  Ihould  fee  fit  j  and  alio  to  cover  our 
main  Defign  of  throwing  the  College  into  Dilgrace,  till  it  could 
be  got  into  our  own  Hands,  or  at  leaffc  to  keep  it  at  a  Stay, 
and  prevent  its  having  the  Advantage  oi  aProfeiTor  of  Divinity: 
My  Friend !  if  once  a  Profefforof  Divinity,  according  to  their 
Defign,  is  fettled  in  the  College,  good-bye  to  our  Schemes !  The 
old  Religion  of  the  Country,  the  Calviniftical  Do&rines,  as  they 
are  called,  will  be  eftablilh’d  in  that  Houfe-,  there  perpetually 
taught,  and  ri vetted  in  the  Minds  of  the  Pupils,  and  they  will 
go  out  into  the  World  trammelPd  with  thofe  trite  Doctrines  oi 
the  Fall  of  Adam ,  original  Sin,  the  Inability  of  Mankind  to 
fave  themfelves,  the  Infufficiency  of  human  Reafon  to  guide  us 
to  Heaven,  our  Pronefs  to  do  Iniquity,  our  Multiplicity  of  Sins, 
and  the  Attonement  of  Jesus  j —  and  the  Pulpits  will  be  fill  d 
with  fuch  Men,  and  it  will  be  a  Wonder  almoft,  if  they  don  t 
poffefs  the  Bar  and  the  Bench  too.  Thefe  Thoughts  are  what 
we  can't  bear,  — -  a  Profefibr  muff  be  prevented  *,  here  we  mufi 
exert  our  felves  •,  —  here  is  a  Call  for  the  Difplay  of  ad  your 
Art  and  Skill -Thefe  Principles  muff  not  be  fo  favoured.— 
If  we  can  prevent  a  Proieffor’s  being  endowed,  we  fhail  have 
more  Advantage  of  ulhering  our  Tenets  into  the  Minds  of  the 
Schollars,  and  they  will  not  be  fo  likely  to  be  bigotted  ;  and  as 
they  will  then  not  haye  apy,one  ffeady  Teacher  of  Divinity, 
they  will  be  taught  .mainly  by  their  Tutors,  amongftwhqm  forne 
may  Be  fo  lupky  as  to  imbibe, ^privately,,  our  Principles,  and 
ultimately  pot  only  cpme,  out  themfelves,  .but  .bring  their  Pupils 
with  them,  freed  from  thqfe  Shades-,  and  ,we  /pay,  ovpr  a 
While,  have  ithe  .good  Luck, .  apd  that  pprhaps ,  pretty  foon,  to 
have  the  Country  of  our  Side,  or  at  them,  as 

Shat  by  pur  Skill, „we  may  ,fei?e  upon  thq  College  j_.apd.untu  we 

.can.  getiit, into  own T  ^ 
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And,  Sir!  as  I  congratulated  you  at  firft  upon  the 
Succefs  of  your  Piece,  fo  here  I  do  it  efpecially  upon  the 
Excellency  of  that  Part  wherein  you  expofe  the  College  ;  it  is 
done  as  well  as  the  Caufe  would  allow  of,  and  has  thereby  fuc- 
ceeded  beyond  Expectation  ;  you  have  not  only  very  artfully 
drawn  in  that  immenfe  Quantity  of  Land  fold  about  the  Time 
the  College  was  built,  and  charged  the  Land  itfelf  to  the  College 
Expence,  and  thrown  the  pretended  Difgrace  of  that  feemingTy 
lavilh  Bargain,  of  the  Sale  of  the  Land,  into  the  College 
Account,  when  indeed  there  was  no  Privity  or  Predation  there¬ 
to-,  but  Have  alfo  enhanced  the  Account,  by  gathering  up  the 
charitable  Donations,  and  engroffing  them  with  the  Colony 
Expences  :  This,  ingenious  Sir ,  as  the  Event  has  happened,  is 
prudent  beyond  Expreffion.  I  revolved  in  my  Mind,  the 
Donations  and  charitable  Benefactions,  made  to  the  College 
one  Time  after  another,  which  amounted  in  the  Whole  to°a 
large  Sum ,  and  as  I  remember,  larger  than  you  have  mentioned : 
But  I  did  not  then  imagine,  that  the  College  ought  to  have 
Credit  for  thefe  ;  nor  did  I  think  of  the  Government’s  charging 
the  College  with  £.  16,1 17;  2  :  2  Old  Tenor,  railed  for  the  new 
College,  now  called  Conneclicut-Hall ;  becaufe  good  Part  of  it 
was  railed  by  Lottery,  which  could  be  no  Expence  to  the 
Government;  and  as  to  the  reft,  the  Treafurer  was  never  poffeft 
of  it.  The  Cafe  appeared  to  me  in  quite  a  different  Light, 
from  what  you  feejningly  reprefent  it ;  for  mftead  of  giving 
the  Government  Credit  for  thofe  Donations,  I  concluded  it 
ought  more  properly  to  be  charged  in  Debt ;  for  the  College 
was  the  Means  of  bringing  or  keeping  fo  much  Money  in  the 
Colony,  which  otherwife  would  not  have  been  in  it ;  and  we 
muft  confefs,  Sir ,  that  our  College  being  in  Credit  at  home  and 
alfo  abroad,  is  a  proper  Avenue  and  Receptacle,  to  draw  into 
Exercife  the  charitable  Difpofitions  and  Purpofes  of  generous 
Minds,  and  lodge  their  Bounty  in  the  Colony,  which  was  it 
not  for  the  College,  the  Colony  would  be  never  the  better  for. 
Was  the  College,  my  Friend,  of  our  Principles,  and  in  our 
Hands,  we  fhould  induftrioufly  proclaim  it  among  the  People, 
that  the  having  fuch  a  Receptacle  for  Benefadfions,  it  ought  to 
be  a  confiderable  Motive  for  upholding  the  fame  in  good 
Credit  j  and  that  too  with  the  Advantage  of  a  Profeffor  of 

Divinity  j 


m  i9  ] 

'Divinity  :  But  while  their  Principles  are  fo  different  from  ours 
iand  we  out  of  Poffeffion  *,  the  more  its  out  of  Favour,  and  the 
.greater  Difadvantages  it  labours  under,  the  better  it  is,  we 
prefume. 

It  is  very  pleafing  to  the  Friends,  t®  fee  how  artfully  you 
•have  heaped  together  an  Account  of  what  the  College  has  coft, 
and  is  expending  and  like  to  expend,  if  a  Profeffor  be  induced; 
and  it  gives  us  an  additional  Pleafure,  to  fee  how  incrudely  the 
inconfiderate  People  take  it  in,  and  are  thereby  roofed  even  to 
Indignation.-— We  muff  promote  this  Temper  ;  your  Pen  muff 
not  be  laid  by  I  am  not  without  fome  Fears,  that  the  Defign 
will  require  a  thicker  Covering. 

I  thought  over  all  the  Conduct  of  the  Overfeers  and 
Managers  of  the  College  Affairs,  fo  far  as  I  was  able,  and  tried 
them  upon  their  Management  •,  and  the  Prudency  and  Xmpru- 
dency  of  their  Expences ;  and  after  all,  was  obliged  to  lay  my 
Hand  upon  my  Mouth:  I  found,  that  all  that  the  Reftor, 
Prefident  and  Tutors  from  time  to  time  had,  was  hardly  enough 
to  fupport  them,  without  laying  up  one  Penny,  and  that  with 
the  utmoft  Frugality  ;  and  that  as  far  as  my  Knowlege  in  thefe 
Affairs  ferved  me,  there  was  no  Gain  made  by  any  Officer  of 
die  College,  fave  that  of  being  pleafed.  with  doing  Good  to 
their  Fellow-Men. 

And  confidering,  that  under  thefe  Circumftances  thofe  Gem 
tlemen  were  willing  to  continue  and  aft  in  their  Pofts,  without, 
any  further  pecuniary  Satisfaction,  in  Cafe  a  Profeffor  of  Divi¬ 
nity  might  be  introduced,  I  could  not  help  being  charmed  with 
fo  much  difinterefted  Goodnefs :  My  Heart  mifgave  me  for  a 
few  Moments,  and  I  queffioned  the  Lawfulnefs  of  our  Defigns; 
and  fhould  have  given  over  any  further  Profecution,  had  I  not 
call’d  to  mind  my  firm  Refolution,  when  among  the  Brethren. 

I  was  juft  going  on  with  my  Congratulation  upon  the  ela¬ 
borate  Part  of  your  Letter,  wherein  you  difcant  upon  the  Right 
of  the  College  to  hold  Religious  Meetings  among  themfelves, 
and  their  Power  and  Authority  to  induce  and  fettle  a  Profeffor 
of  Divinity,  and  the  Relation  the  College  Hands  in  to  the 
Government,  and  what  Sort  of  a  Society  they  are  ;  but  find  I 
muff  ftop  and  give  over  for  the  prefent,  left  I  fhould  add  to 
your  Anxiety,  Doubtlefs  you  was  fill’d  with  Concern,  when 
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you  read  th zAnjwer  to  the  aforefaid  Part  of  your  Letter  :  It  has 
ftruck  us  all  dumb  for  the  prefent ;  and  we  have  noWay  to 
avoid  it,  but  by  endeavouring  to  fecrete  it  as  much  as  poffible, 
.  f  aig  up  the  Copies,  or  diverting  the  People  from  read- 

ing  it  ;  or  if  they  read  it,  to  follow  where  it  goes,  and  buoy  the 
i'.eadu-  oil  from  giving  the  Arguments  their  due  Weight  ; 
and  pfhawing  oi  it  out  of  Countenance:  And,  Dear  Sir,  altho5 
1  cornel  liot  go  on  in  full  Career  in  my  Congratulations;  yet 
even  here  we  are  not  without  fomething  to  encourage  us  ;  for 
wncn  your  Piece  came  out,  before  the  Imprefs  of  die  Types 
were  dried,  they  were  fnatch’d  away  by  our  Friends,  and  indu- 
itnoufly  icattered.  throughout  the  Colony;  and  in  the  Parts 
here-about,  for  want  of  a  more  plentiful  Edition,  each  Book 
was  greedily  read,  and  caufed  to  pals  from  Man  to  Man  in  hafle; 
10  evcry  Body  alrnoft  had  the  reading  of  it  once  atleaif; 
>n  i  wnerevei  it  went  it  was  followed  by  fome  one  or  more  of 
our  Brethren,  to  enforce  the  Matters  therein  fuggefted,  vouch 
[■°  ,eJ?'ru^1  of  the  baits,  and  echo  to  all  that  was  laid  ;  and 
'Y  tnLc  Means  the  People  aie  prepoflefs’d  in  Favour  of  your 
VLLV  cul(^  tiiink  they  have  Light  enough,  and  refufe  to  read 
p  /e  Anfwer ;  10  that  we  feem  at  prefent  pretty  fecure,  tho5  we 
La  v  c  not  laid  by  our  Watch:  I  his.  Six,  is  Matter  of  great 
w-at.bi acdon,  and  methinks  too,  gives  Weight  to  all  the  A rgu- 
incuts  foi  our  Religion:  Truth  naturally  engages  Mankind; 
and  there  is  Nothing  elfe  will  fo  thoroughly  do  'it  as  Truth  ; 
il\’j  fome  Men  fay,  that  a  Party- Spirit  and  Party-Principles^ 
wrong  or  right,  when  driving  for  Mattery,  will  in  like  Manner 
01  HiOie  vigoroully  engage:  Be  it  fo  :  We  ben’t  of  thole  Prin¬ 
ciples  ,  no  Body  can  charge  us  with  being  of  that  Spirit;  no! 
—why  our  very  Profeffion  is  Liberty,  and  it  is  the  Glory  of 
our  Religion,  to  be  freed  from  all  Forms,  and  all  ftingy  Notions; 
and  indeed,  from  any  certain  Set  oi  Principles  at  all,  and  leaves 
us  at  perfect  Loofe  to  purlue  our  own  Happinefs,  wherefoever 
vVe  thinkNt  lies.  — -  I  here  is  Nothing,  Sir9  but  a  Delight  to  con- 
eerfe  with  one  of  the  Friends,  that  will  afford  you  Patience  to 
read-  my  fcribbling  thus  far: ---This  1  hope  will  doit;  and 
therefore  will  prefume  upon  your  firm  Attachment  to  the  Bre¬ 
thren,  to  fay  a  W ord  or  two  upon  your  cleverly  turning  off  upon 
die  fourth  Query.  - 

It 


It  was  confulted  by  my  Friend  B .  and  my  feif,  on  our  faid 
Return  home,  whether  any  Idling  of  that  kind  fhouid  be  pro- 
pofed,  and  at  laft  concluded  to  put  down  the  Query,  fuppofing, 
that  only  throwing  it  out  among  the  People,  would  have  this 
good  Tendency  at  leaft,  to  amufe  them,  and  perhaps  raffe  a 
Spirit  of  Jealoufy  and  Emulation  among  them  ;  fo  that  when 
they  come  together  into  the  AfTembiy,  they  might  thereby  be 
brought  to  oppofe  one  another  ;  and  in  their  Contentions  tne 
Brethren  might  take  the  Advantage,  and  play  their  Oppofitions 
into  our  own  Hands.  It  was  thought  highly  proper  ror  our 
main  Deftgn,  to  ftir  up  the  People  of  the  Weft,  with  a  Spirit  of 
Emulation,  to  attend  upon  the  Proxy  ;  that  our  Brethren  that 
are  fown  thick  among  them,  might  have  the  Advantage  of 
weilding  and  weathing  them  into  ourDefigns  :  And  my  Fellow- 
Traveller  and  I  concluded,  that  Nothing  fhouid  be  faid  diredt 
and  plain,  in  Anfwer  to  the  Query,  but  evaded  with  fomething 
as  it  'were  ;  and  trufted  your  Prudence  in  the  Affair,  which 
indeed  has  not  deceived  us.  And  one  End  propofed  here,  as 
in  fundry  other  of  the  Queries,  was  to  divert  the  Minds  of  the 
Readers  from  fettling  diredtly  upon  our  main TJefign ;  which  muff 
at  prefent  be  induftrioufly  kept  out  of  Sight.  I  am  not  alone^ 
in  remarking  the  Beauties  contained  in  your  Piece;  and  fome  of 
the  Friends  are  mightily  pleafed  with  obferving  the  two  Letters 
with  which  you  figned your  Letter ;  fuppofing  that  you  adted  the 
Prophet,  in  ufing  the  firft  and  laft  Letters  of  the  Alphabet ; 
and  that  they  were  emblematical  of  what  we  fhouid  e’er  long 
accomplifh ;  that  we  fhouid  by-and-by,  lcoop  all  into  our 
Scheme,  and  all  become  Sons  of  Liberty.  From  the 
prefent  Profpedt  we  have  Reafon  to  be  couragious,  and  perfe- 
vere.  The  Friends  here  are  daily  counting  over  our  Succeffes, 
and  defire  to  be  remembred  to  you,  by  SJR, 

Tour  Humble  Servant , 

B.  Y. 


P.  S .  After  I  had  finifhed  my  fore-going  Letter,  and  laid  it: 
by,  my  Mind  ftill  ran  upon  what  I  had  been  doing  :  I  took  a 
Review  of  the  Caufe,  our  Purpofes  and  Defigns  ;  and  there¬ 
upon  began  to  hefitate  of  the  Juftice  of  our  Conclufions,  and 

b  2  what 
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ftmLroTtlfr”',  iff0”  »f  th”  the  Admi„i- 

itrauon  oi  the  Civil  Affairs  of  our  Government  had  from- 

‘me  to  time,  bcen  W1%>  honeftly  and  prudently  carried  on- 

ind  that  we  were  governed  by  the  belt  of  Men  J  tho’  moil  of 
them  as  to  their  religious  Principles  different  from  us ;  and. 
once  the  Cafe  was  io,  doubted  in  my  own  Mind,  whether  it 

fit*  nfAh  pr  US*  Who  Werc  but  Part>  and  as  a  Smaller  Parr 
rfe  l?  ,  nity’  t?  rcnd,eav°ur  fo  ftrongly  after  getting 

dVn0f0Ur  OWI?  Hands>  m  order  to  aggrandize  our 
l^lvefs  \  "\nd  1C  was  whether  it  was  lawful  and  right  to 
die  iuch  Meal u res  to  obtain  our  Ends,  efpecially  feeing  the 

Means  were  fo  indited,  and  attended  with  fuch  dangerous 
Cucurm  ances  :  x^or  the  Populace  alarmed,  are  many  Times 
"}y  t>‘(  c  X  ’  a|rd  we  aie  not  certain  what  Turn  they  may  take 
when  once  raffed  :  We  don’t  know  who  they  will  chufe  to  head 

our  Party,  or  fome  we  like  worfe  than  the 
preient  Miniftry,  or  whether  any  that  lhall  ferve  them  to  good 

t  utpoie  :  h or  you  are  fenhble,  Sir,  that  we  affociate  with  lome 
icrfons  that  leem  to  think  with  us  in  the  main  Dodbrines  of 
our  ivengion,^  who  in  other  Refpeds  are  no  Friends  to  us,  nor 
to  me  Conftitution  of  the  Government.  And  ffould  our 
1  .ndeavours  for  an  Overture  ultimately  turn  the  Adminillration 
_ ’“h-iT  I  j.anus,  u  would  De  no  better  than  it  is  at  prefent.;. 
^vuen  a  wealthy  iree  People  are  thoroughly  unhinged,  and- 

1 b”  ~  rp  * * 1 ~  patent  Adminiftration  of  Government,  and 
p.Cj ir.ua  iiitje  withal ;  I  can’t  certainly  prophefy,  whsre  thev. 
'f11  light  ami  fix  themlclves ;  whether  upon  the  Sticklers  ior 
T*amlab  oi  7\ orwtck :  And  were  we  certain  they  would  value 

<  i;C] rhea ecs  upon  our  Party,  and  we  have  the  Opportunity  of 

<  'w'WiUcdng  them  in  our  own  Way  ;  yet  it  feems  not  quite 
|^rtam  with  me,  that  we  are.  doing  right;  it  feems  fomewhat 
like  doing  lovil,  that  Good  may  come  of  it And  in  like  Mood  my 
Mind  ran  over  the  State  of  the  College  ;  which  you  know,  Sim 
VT*p  WOUi^  n°t  have  cropp’d  upon  any  Account,  nor  indeed  any 
Ways  difeou raged;  but  the  Contrary,  even  under  its  prefent 
State  as  to  Arts  and  Sciences,  CA.  lave  that  of  Divinity,  as  it  is 
called  ^  and  here  it  was  fomewhat  doubtful  with  me,  whether 
we  dia  not  run  too  great  a  Rifk,  in  reflecting  the  Affairs  of  it 
upon  the  People  in  a  dii  advantageous  Light,  I  at  once  concluded, 

that : 


that  Learning  and  Knowledge  were  the  belt  of  Worldly  good 
Things ;  and  that  all  were  benefitted  by  them,  tho’  every  one 
not  the  immediate  Poffefiors  of  them  in  the  beft  Degree  ;  and 
that  at  our  College  the  Tuition  and  Means  of  Education,  were 
of  the  beft  Kind,  and  ufed  to  the  greateft  Advantage,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Defign  of  the  immediate  Conductors.  There  is 
Nothing  we  can  juftly  complain  of,  but  the  Want  of  thofe 
extenftve,  noble,  and  beneficient  Principles,  we  have  lately 
imbibed  :  But  that  Scheme  of  introducing  a  Profeflor  ol  Divi¬ 
nity  into  the  College,  I  did  not  at  firft  hefitate  about  ^  it  being 
fo  directly  oppofite  to  our  Notions ;  and  it  being  a  Point  fo 
frequently  fettled  and  inculcated  among  the  Brethren,  that 
Youth  under  the  p refen t  Circumftances  of  the  Country,  fhould 
be  left  entirely  to  themfelves,  to  find  out  and  fix  upon  religious 
Principles,  without  any  Guide  but  Nature,  and  what  Light 
might  be  adventitioufiy  thrown  in  from  the  Bible  *,  I  fay,  I  did 
not  doubt  of  the  Juftice  of  ufing  any  Meafures  of  oppofing  *, 
yet  after  revolving,  the  Whole  recurred  again  to  this  Point,  and 
upon  fecond  Thoughts,  doubted  even  here  too  :  For  altho’  it  is 
right  that  every  Man  fhould  have  the  Liberty  of  examining 
freely  the  Reafon  and  Foundation  of  his  religious  Tenets  •,  yet 
it  is  not  therefore  right  and  fit,  that  he  fhould  be  without 
any  Principles  till  be  is  capable  of  making  fuch  Examination. 
\oung  and  tender  Minds  are  fufceptible  of  any  Impreffions,  and 
unreftrained,  are  foon  carried  away  with  furrounding  Objects 
which  are  of  the  fenfual  Kind ;  and  it  feems  to  me,  that  an  early 
Inculcation  of  Religious  Principles,  tends  to  iolemnize  the 
Spirits,  and  reftrain  the  luxuriant  Fancy,  Imagination  and 
Behaviour,  and  keep  the  Mind  in  a  better  Difpofition  for  a 
further  Difcipline,  than  to  be  left  quite  at  a  Loofe.— And  altho9 
the  Religious  Principles  inculcated,  fhould  want  an  Alteration, 
when  Difcretion  fhould  grow  up,  and  Reafon  fhould  teach  it ; 
yet  it  feems  to  me,  fuch  Alteration  would  be  more  eafily  made 
by  a  Mind  thus  modeftly  tinCtured,  than  a  Set  of  Principles 
entirely  framed  anew  out  of  Chaos,  or  fomething  worfe. 

However  thefe  Hints  fuggefted  in  my  prefent  reflecting 
Mood,  may  be  taken,  I  can't  fay  •  but  this  feems  almoft  certain 
to  me,  that  if  Mankind  were  left  entirely  to  themfelves,  in 
doctrinal  Points  of  Religion,  till  they  fhould  find  out,  and  fix 
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llP°n  P  em  °f  t,neir  own  Accord,  we  fnoukl  by-and-bye  have 
wild  Companions. 

And  akho’  this  lax  State  is  propofed  by  the  Brethren,  to  laft 

nut'  a  little  vv  hue,  and  no  longer  than  we  are  out  of  Pofleflion 

ol  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government,  and  alfo  of  the  Col- 

±  -gc  ;  yet  to  have  any  Interval  at  all  of  inculcating  good  Princi- 

1;1°  uP°n  the  Minds  oi  Touth,  would  be  attended  with  dan¬ 
gerous  Circumftances. 

I  know,  that  our  reverend  and  learned  Friend  Mr.  Taylor 
and  his  Brethren  in  England ,  feem  to  be  of  Opinion,  that  Chil- 
1  ‘  k ^  ^  f>>utn  fhould  be  taught  anci  inftructed  in  no  dodtrinal 
Points  of  Religion,  but  left  to  take  up  their  Principles,  when 
they  come  to  be  capable  to  think  and  judge  for  themfelves  ; 
and  you  may  remember,  that  the  fame  was  inculcated  upon  us 
in  me  setters  we  had  the  Reading  of  in  faid  IVIeeting,  which 
lie  lent  to  fome  of  our  Brethren  here,  who  hold  a  conftant  In- 
tercourfe  with  that  Fraternity  ;  yet  i  can’t  think  but  that  Gen¬ 
tleman,  had  he  f  lower  of  directing  the  Univerfities  and  Schools., 
would  furnilh  them  out  with  Creeds,  Catechiims,  and  Rules 
for  their  DoPtrine  and  Difcipline. 

Juh  as  I  had  finilli’d  the  laft  Sentence,  I  was  call’d  from 
Home  to  a  neighbouring  Town,  and  the  Bufmefs  upon  which 
I  went,  not  prefling  fo  hard,  but  that  I  had  a  little  leilure  Time, 
which  I  employed  in  ruminating  upon  our  Affairs  ;  and  the 
Profpect  of  our  being  AH  in  All  in  the  Country  by-and-bye  ; 
and  what  then  we  fhould  do,  when  we  could  appear  openly,  and 
have  our  own  Teachers  :  —  One  of  the  firft  Things  I  thought 
or,  was  to  put  our  Religion  into  Form,  and  thought  over  the 
Creed*,  which,  Sir,  you  may  have  in  Writing  when  you  pleafe  : 
it  you’ll  wait  till  we  meet  at  the  general  annual  Meeting  of  the 
Brethren,  I  will  bring  it  with  me  :-Tt  is  a  plain  Compendium 
of  Principles  .----After  I  had  wrote  it,  and  come  to  read  it  over, 
I  was  lurprized  at  it  myfelf ;  — -  it  won’t  do  to  come  abroad, 
till  we  have  the  Country  better  prepared it  fhock’d  me,  P 
muft  confefs  ;  but  that  might  be  becaufe  it  was  fo  different  from 
what  I  ever  learn’d  or  heard  of  before. 

The  thinking  over  this  Creed  naturally  lead  me  to  think  of 
trufting  myfelf  with  my  Maker,  upon  a  Set  of  Principles  that 
I  had  but  juft  now  as  it  were  imbibed  j  and  forfaking  thofe 
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taught  me  in  my  younger  Days,  in  the  mofic  folemn  Manner; 
and  which  I  had  again  and  again  fix'd  and  fettled,  as  ipwkawe 
thought,  upon  a  folid  Foundation  :  My  Mind  ran  upofi  corm 
paring  my  two  Faiths  and  Affiances,  if  I  may  call 
and  my  Feelings  thereupon  ;  and  found,  that  then  my  Confi¬ 
dence  was  cleared  of  all  Doubt  almofb,  and  my  Soul  furely 
anchored;  and  refled  in  a  divine  Calm;  and  I  thought  was 
abundantly  warranted  by  the  Word  of  God,  taken  according 
to  its  plain  obvious  Meaning  and  the  Way  I  then  thought 
my  fell  iaie  in,  was  what  was  quite  confident  with  the  Honour 
of  the  Governor  of  the  Univerle.  My  prefent  Faith  did  not 
anchor  me  fo  fure  ;  there  feems  to  be  fome  May  or  May -not  he's 
in  it :  The  Goodnefs  and  Mercy  of  God,  are,  indeed,  what  I 
have  now  in  my  Trull;  but  then  I  am  not  quite  certain,  that 
he  has  warranted  me  to  truth  upon  this  in  general,  and  but 
that  he  has  direfted  me  to  come  to  him  in  my  old  particular 
Way,  thro’  the  Attonement  and  Satisfaction  of  Jesus  Christ  ; 
and  if  he  has  done  fo,  I  may  not  prefume  to  approach  him  in 
another.---  My  old  Faith  includes  my  new  One;  and  is  it  not 
therefore  molt  fate  and  belt,  tho5  it  gives  me  a  little  more 
Self-Denial  and  Pains  ? 

However,  it  is  fo  long  fince  I  have  had  a  general  Conference 
wfith  the  Brethren,  I  would  not  fuffer  my  prefent  Reflections  to 
unhinge  me  quite  from  believing  with  the  Brethren;  ---  and  it 
may  be,  that  if  I  had  the  Advantage  of  Mr.  Taylor's  la  ft  Letters, 
as  you  have  had,  they  would  have  faved  me  from  thefe  Heli- 
tations.  —  I  hope  he  goes  further  in  them,  than  ever  he  had 
done  before ;  for  what  I  have  feen  of  his  Works  hitherto,  have 
been  mainly  upon  pulling  down,  and  endeavouring  to  releale 
People  from  their  own  Principles,  rather  than  giving  a  compleat 
Scheme  of  his  own. 

I  would  not  unreafonably  fuffer  my  prefent  Doubts  to  run 
away  with  me,  before  we  meet  again  ;  for  from  what  I  felt  in 
our  aforefaid  Meeting,  when  I  was  blown  up  into  a  perfedt  Extafy, 
by  our  conjundt  Friends,  I  have  fome  Hopes  of  gaining  Relief 
from  my  prefent  doubting  Trouble  ;  and  till  then,  ffiall  remain, 
in  all  I  may,  as  before,  Tours, 
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